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TODAY ’S GAME

FLORIDA STATE	 FLORIDA
ACC ....................................................................... CONFERENCE....................................................................... SEC
5-6, 3-5 ACC...................................................... RECORD............................................................ 8-3, 5-3 SEC
Willie Taggart........................................................HEAD COACH...........................................................Dan Mullen
5-6 (First Season)..........................................RECORD AT SCHOOL......................................... 8-3 (First Season)

Series: Florida leads 34-26-2	 Last Meeting: Florida State 38, Florida 22; 11/25/2017

Mon. Sept. 3
Virginia Tech

L, 24-3
Tallahassee, Fla.

Sat. Sept. 8
Samford
W, 36-26

Tallahassee, Fla.

Sat. Sept. 15
Syracuse

L, 30-7
Syracuse, N.Y.

Sat. Sept. 22
Northern Illinois

W, 37-19
Tallahassee, Fla.

Sat. Sept. 29
Louisville
W, 28-24

Louisville, Ky.

Sat. Oct. 6
Miami

L, 28-27
Miami Gardens, Fla.

Sat. Oct. 20
Wake Forest

W, 38-17
Tallahassee, Fla.

Sat. Oct. 27
Clemson
L, 59-10

Tallahassee, Fla.

Sat. Nov. 3
NC State
L, 47-28

Raleigh, N.C.

Sat. Nov. 10
Notre Dame

L, 42-13
Notre Dame, Ind.

Sat. Nov. 17
Boston College

W, 22-21
Tallahassee, Fla.

Sat. Nov. 24
Florida

Noon/ABC
Tallahassee, Fla.

FLORIDA ROSTERFLORIDA STATE ROSTER FLORIDA STATSFLORIDA STATE STATS



FROM THE PRESS BOX
I know one thing all Florida State fans agree 

on is how special Doak Campbell Stadium is 
to them. It is not a stretch to suggest that, of 
course, as everyone’s stadium is special to 
its fan base, but it is appropriate for each of 
you to relish this afternoon’s game in Doak 
and soak in the experience because it has to 
last you at least until the spring game.

Joining you in drawing it all in today are 
the 17 senior members of the football team 
who will race out of the north tunnel for the 
last time today. I guarantee you they were 
fully aware that they were making their last 
ride on the bus in from the hotel this morning. 
They realized they were getting dressed in 
their game uniform for the last time in “their” 
locker and that they would be seeing Osceola 
and Renegade, singing along to the fi ght 
song and being inspired by the Warchant for 
the last time in their home stadium today.

All that would generate enough emotion, 
but add the experience of greeting your 
family on the fi eld in the pregame, and it’s 
a wonder any senior manages to play his 
fi nal game.

As of most of us are aware, today’s game 
against Florida is extremely important as 
a win would mean we extend our streak of 
consecutive bowl games and have a chance 
to post another winning season. This isn’t 
the fi rst time FSU is in this position — just last 
season, the Noles had to win their fi nal three 
games to extend the streak. That team beat 
the Gators 38-22, FSU’s fi fth consecutive win 
in the series.

It seems particularly appropriate, given 
the fact that offi  cials were hand-counting 
individual ballots for the senate race earlier 
this month, to look at the fact that it nearly 
required an act of government to get Florida 
to schedule FSU.

As Florida State University’s football 
program rapidly grew in stature following 
its debut in 1947, FSU fans began a drive to 
play Florida that grew louder each time UF 
refused the challenge.

By 1955, according to the late Bill McGrotha 
in his book “Seminoles! The First Forty 
Years,” the Board of Control (predecessor 
of today’s Board of Regents) unanimously 
approved a policy “directing the two schools 
to initiate and maintain relations in all sports.” 
Apparently that was not worth the paper it 
was written on as no headway was made in 
convincing UF to schedule FSU.

The next step was the loud talk of bills 
being introduced in the Florida legislature 
to require the schools to play, which Florida 
State-friendly Governor LeRoy Collins deftly 
avoided by convincing UF’s president to 
agree to play the Seminoles. FSU president 
Doak Campbell (see the tie-in now?) had to 
swallow hard and agree to play the fi rst six 
games in Gainesville, but the long-term goal 
meant FSU had to take what it could get.

The Seminoles lost fi ve of those fi rst six 
games in Gainesville but did manage a 3-3 tie 
in 1961 to set up UF’s fi rst visit to Tallahassee 
in 1964. As fate, or just plain karma, would 
have it, Florida would play its fi rst game in 
Doak Campbell against one of FSU’s best 
teams to date.

Once the smoke had cleared, the 
Seminoles prevailed 16-7 garnering a sense 
of pride that had been literally years in the 
making.

Running back Jacques Patrick is one of 17 
seniors playing their fi nal game at Doak 
Campbell Stadium today.



Florida State hired Florida native Willie 
Taggart to be its 10th full-time head football 
coach on Dec. 5, 2017. Taggart is considered 
one of the best offensive minds in the country 
and has already proven to be a relentless and 
effective recruiter.

Taggart returned to the Sunshine State, 
where he was the head coach at the University 
of South Florida from 2013-16, after one season 
as head coach at the University of Oregon. He 
began his head coaching career at his alma 
mater, Western Kentucky University, from 2010-
12 after serving as an assistant from 1999-2006.

Between his tenures at Western Kentucky, he 
was an assistant coach at Stanford from 2007-
09. Taggart has led remarkable turnarounds 

at each of his three previous head coaching 
positions. In the season prior to his hire, the 
programs Taggart inherited were a combined 
7-29, and the best team he took over before 
arriving at FSU was a 4-8 Oregon squad. 

His overall record is 47-50, including a 25-12 
mark since the start of the 2015 season. In that 
same timespan, his offenses have the fourth-
highest points-per-game average among FBS 
head coaches behind only Mike Gundy, Kliff 
Kingsbury and Urban Meyer.

HEAD COACH WILLIE TAGGART

TAGGART FULL BIO



ASSISTANT COACHES

HARLON BARNET T
Def. Coord./DBs

First Year at Florida State

WALT BELL
Off. Coord./QBs

First Year at Florida State

FULL BIO FULL BIO

ODELL HAGGINS
Assoc. Head Coach/DTs

25th Year at Florida State

FULL BIO

DAVID KELLY
WRs/Recruiting Coord.

First Year at Florida State

FULL BIO

GREG FREY
Run Game Coord./OL

First Year at Florida State

FULL BIO

ALONZO HAMPTON
Special Teams Coord.

First Year at Florida State

FULL BIO



ASSISTANT COACHES

TELLY LOCKET TE
TEs

First Year at Florida State

DONTE’ PIMPLETON
RBs

First Year at Florida State

FULL BIO FULL BIO

MARK SNYDER
DEs

First Year at Florida State

FULL BIO

RAYMOND WOODIE
 LBs

First Year at Florida State

FULL BIO

IRELE ODERINDE
Head Strength Coach
First Year at Florida State

FULL BIO



MORE INFO

STADIUM MAP

SCOTTRADE CENTER

DOAK CAMPBELL STADIUM
When the Seminoles opened up the 2016 season, fans were 
greeted with the tallest video board structure in college football, 
broadcasting in 1080p true high-defi nition. The upgraded board 
is three times larger and twice as high as the old one. The new 
board stands 63 feet high and is accompanied by new high 
defi nition ribbon boards throughout the stadium as well. Overall, 
9,908 square feet of LED displays were added to Doak Campbell 
Stadium, and there is over 1,000 linear feet of HD LED throughout. 
Most impressively, every camera transmitting to the video board 
will be shooting the action in high-defi nition, giving fans one of the 
highest-quality pictures in the world.

BOBBY BOWDEN FIELD
In a special ceremony prior to the Florida game on Nov. 20, 2004, 
the fi eld at Doak Campbell Stadium was dedicated to former head 
coach Bobby Bowden. Bowden won his 200th career game on the 
fi eld in 1990. Bowden’s 300th win at Florida State came against 
Maryland in 2007 on the fi eld that bears his name.



ALBERT J. DUNLAP 
ATHLETIC TRAINING FACILIT Y

Florida State unveiled its brand-new 
indoor practice facility in 2013, which 
allows the Seminoles to practice year-
round in state-of-the-art championship 
facilities without disruptions from 
inclement weather conditions. The 
nearly $15-million, 92,000-square-foot 
facility features a 120-yard artificial 
turf field with a 2,000-square-foot 
training room, rehab area and storage 
space. The facility is climate controlled 
and includes platforms that allow for 
multiple video angles to be shot during 
practices.

MORE INFO



NOLES IN THE PROS

Roberto Aguayo	 Los Angeles Chargers
Kareem Are	 Minnesota Vikings
Kelvin Benjamin	 Buffalo Bills
Marvin Bracy	 Seattle Seahawks
Nigel Bradham	 Philadelphia Eagles
Terrence Brooks	 New York Jets
Tank Carradine	 Oakland Raiders
Dalvin Cook	 Minnesota Vikings
Ronald Darby	 Philadelphia Eagles
Mario Edwards Jr.	 Oakland Raiders
Ukeme Eligwe	 Kansas City Chiefs
Javien Elliott	 Tampa Bay Buccaneers
Cameron Erving	 Kansas City Chiefs
John Franklin III	 Chicago Bears
Devonta Freeman	 Atlanta Falcons
Graham Gano	 Carolina Panthers
Eddie Goldman	 Chicago Bears
Rashad Greene 	 Jacksonville Jaguars
Bobby Hart	 Cincinnati Bengals
Dustin Hopkins	 Washington Redskins
Ro’Derrick Hoskins	 Kansas City Chiefs
Rodney Hudson	 Oakland Raiders
Ryan Izzo	 New England Patriots
Derwin James	 Los Angeles Chargers
Sebastian Janikowski	 Seattle Seahawks
Timmy Jernigan	 Philadelphia Eagles
Roderick Johnson	 Houston Texans
Christian Jones	 Detroit Lions
Lamarcus Joyner	 Los Angeles Rams

Rick Leonard	 New Orleans Saints
EJ Manuel	 Oakland Raiders
Trey Marshall	 Denver Broncos
Tarvarus McFadden	 San Francisco 49ers
Derrick Nnadi 	 Kansas City Chiefs
Nick O’Leary	 Buffalo Bills
Jacob Pugh	 Seattle Seahawks
Jalen Ramsey 	 Jacksonville Jaguars
Xavier Rhodes	 Minnesota Vikings
Patrick Robinson	 New Orleans Saints
Travis Rudolph 	 New York Giants
Garrison Sanborn	 Tampa Bay Buccaneers
Telvin Smith	 Jacksonville Jaguars
Terrance Smith	 Kansas City Chiefs
Josh Sweat	 Philadelphia Eagles
Auden Tate	 Cincinnati Bengals
Matthew Thomas	 Pittsburgh Steelers
Chris Thompson	 Washington Redskins
Will Tye	 New England Patriots
DeMarcus Walker	 Denver Broncos 
Dekoda Watson	 San Francisco 49ers
Menelik Watson	 Denver Broncos
Marquez White	 Dallas Cowboys
Kermit Whitfield	 Cincinnati Bengals
P.J. Williams	 New Orleans Saints
Vince Williams	 Pittsburgh Steelers
Bobo Wilson	 Tampa Bay Buccaneers
Jameis Winston	 Tampa Bay Buccaneers
*list as of 2018 preseason

SEMINOLES ON NFL ROSTERS

Derwin James became the 
44th first round NFL Draft pick 
in Florida State history after he 
was selected 17th overall by the 
Los Angeles Chargers. FSU tied 
for fifth in the nation with six 
selections in 2018, the program’s 
most since an ACC-record 11 were 
taken in 2015. 

The Seminoles have had 
14 defensive linemen drafted 
since 2008 after Derrick Nnadi 
and Josh Sweat were selected 
in 2018. Rick Leonard was the 
third offensive tackle and fifth 
offensive lineman drafted from 
FSU in the last four years.

2018 NFL Draftees
Derwin James	 Los Angeles Chargers	 1st (17th)
Derrick Nnadi	 Kansas City Chiefs	 3rd (75th)
Rick Leonard 	 New Orleans Saints	 4th (127th)
Josh Sweat	 Philadelphia Eagles	 4th (130th)
Ryan Izzo	 New England Patriots 	7th (250th)
Auden Tate	 Cincinnati Bengals 	 7th (253rd)

SEMINOLES IN THE 
NFL DRAFT

Jalen Ramsey has established himself as one of the top defensive backs in the NFL and was one 
of five Seminoles to be selected for the 2018 Pro Bowl.



Florida State University is an elite, research-inten-
sive, public institution and one of just two preem-
inent universities in Florida. Located in Tallahas-
see, Florida’s capital city, the university affords 
students and faculty opportunities for interaction 
with state and federal agencies for internships, 
research and part-time employment, as well as 
numerous social, cultural and recreational activi-
ties. FSU’s welcoming campus is located on the 
oldest continuous site of higher education in Flor-
ida, in a community that fosters free inquiry and 
embraces diversity.

BEGINNINGS
Florida State was established as the Seminary 
West of the Suwannee by an act of the Florida 
Legislature in 1851. The institution first offered 
instruction at the postsecondary level in 1857. In 
1905, the Buckman Act reorganized higher edu-
cation in the state and designated the Tallahassee 
school as the Florida Female College. In 1909, it 
was renamed Florida State College for Women. In 
1947, the school returned to coeducational status, 
and the name was changed to Florida State Uni-
versity.   

41,900 & COUNTING
In 1946, there were 2,583 students enrolled. 
Today, our nearly 42,000 students, of whom 
about 8,000 are graduate and profes-
sional students, come from across the nation 
and from more than 130 countries around  
the world.
One of the nation’s most dynamic research uni-
versities, Florida State University — with the Car-
negie Foundation’s highest designation, Doctoral 
Universities: Highest Research Activitay — offers 
a distinctive academic environment built on its 
unique heritage, championship athletics and 
prime location in the heart of the state capital.
The faculty includes members of the National 
Academy of Sciences, the National Academy of 
Engineering, the National Academy of Medicine 
and the American Academy of Arts & Sciences; 
Pulitzer Prize winners; Oscar and Emmy winners; 
and Guggenheim, Fulbright and National Endow-
ment for the Humanities fellows.
Florida State faculty members attract more than 
$200 million a year in research dollars.
Top programs include physics, chemis-
try, psychology, criminology, public admin-

istration, library science, information, 
motion picture arts, education, business  
and law.
At the Ph.D. level, interdisciplinary programs draw 
on notable research faculty strengths that tran-
scend the traditional disciplines, including neu-
roscience, molecular biophysics, computational 
science, materials science and research at the 
National High Magnetic Field Laboratory — home 
to the world’s most powerful magnets.
Nationally known for its commitment to diversity, 
Florida State University has been recognized by 
INSIGHT Into Diversity magazine as one of ten 
Diversity Champion colleges and universities in 
the nation.

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSIT Y

QUICK FACTS

Location: Tallahassee, Fla.
Founded: 1851
Enrollment: 41,900
Official News Channel: news.fsu.edu
Official Social Media Channels: 
   @floridastate
National & State Academic Rankings: 
   fsu.edu/highlights/rankings.html

FSU WEBSITE



CONNECT WITH THE SEMINOLES

SOCIAL MEDIA

@Seminoles
@FSUFootball

@Seminoles

@Seminoles
@FSUFootball

/FSUSeminoles
/FSUFootball


