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Texas claims volleyball title

By GERALD ENSLEY
Democrat sportswriter

It offered everythlnsa national
championship should. But what it
was an old axiom:

A good, big athlete will beat a
good, small a&m

Saturday night in Tully Gym, a tall
Texas squad, making its first appear-
ance in the national tournament,
claimed the 1981 AIAW national vol-

the
Charge of & much smaller Porang

tended to the full five games, winning
15-6, 4-15, 5-15, 15-13 and 16-14. Port-
land State, which had played two
matches before meeting Texas, for
the second time in the day, played its
heart out, but ran out of gas.

Nell (Fortner) got hot and ran off
some ts, we won the second
half of the fourth game.

“I'm still not sure how we did it."”

ini third was Utah State,
which State downed 15-12,
13-15 and 16-14 in the finals of the
losers’ bracket.

Florida State, the lure that brought
the 500-plus crowds that watched
each of the three days of the tourna-
ment, finished fourth. It was the high-
est finish ever for the Lady
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cluded 24 teams, was 10th in 1979.

The excellence that suggests is a
tribute to coach Marlene Piper, a for-
m;r s;a(r’ athlete u; he:dnmve Canada
who had never played competitive
volleyball, much less conchetriet. until
coming to Portland State in 1971 to
g e amerork g o

torate. to
she became a mm Canadi-
an national volleyball team, she has
imparted a strong sense of achieve-
ment to her teams.

“We played with a lot of heart,”
said Piper. “But they outmanned us,
outgunned us. We thought we had
mmore experience But talent and



Amazingly
Lady V. wi
in the nation, as she has only
3.3 full scholarships to offer.
“l was a when I came here,”
said Snyder. of what I am now,
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like I'm looking down over the net.”
While her hustling 5-9 teammate

Kristi Bowden (“Everybody kee

calling me Bow-den around here;

den is the way we pronounce it."),

El‘ns players such as Texas' Jenny
yes and Utah State’s Lauren Goe-

feel that way.
“I1f 1 wanted to be selfish, 1
wouldn't let them."”

“I guess second is OK,"” said
a tear-stained "l\euedtn?
has Texas, then us and Utah State.
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