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NO. 17 FSU SOFTBALL DROPS TROY COX OPENER TO TEXAS TECH 4-1
Seminoles give up three runs in the top of the eighth and fall to 9-5 on the season.

Las Cruces, NM — The 17"-ranked Florida State softball team dropped its opener at the Troy
Cox Classic hosted by New Mexico State University falling 4-1 in extra innings to Texas Tech. The Red
Raiders (6-12) used a three-run top of the eighth keyed by a Kristi Robles double to down the Seminoles
4-1 (9-5). Florida State returns to action at 8:30 p.m. EST when they face host NMSU.

The Seminoles took a 1-0 lead in the bottom of the second when sophomore Elisa Velasco
singled to right center and stole second to start the inning, Senior Kimmy Carter then laid down a
perfect bunt on a I-] count advancing Velasco to third. After Tatiana George was retired on a line out to
the shortstop, Monique Marier singled the second pitch she saw to center field knocking in her eighth
RBI of the season.

The Red Raiders struck back in the top of the fourth off of Seminole starter Leslie Malerich.
Texas Tech used two hits and an error due to a mix up in the Seminole outfield to even the game at I-1.
The Seminoles had a chance to take the lead in the fourth when they stranded runners at second and

. third and in the fifth when a lead out single was wiped up by a failed bunt attempt that resulted in a
C double play.

Brandi Stuart attempted to spark the FSU offense in the bottom of the sixth when she laid down
a one-out bunt to get on base and then stole her 16" base in [6 attempts. Stuart moved over to third on
an illegal pitch by Tech starter Jennifer Vaught, which brought Velasco up to the plate. Velasco sent a
shot back to the pitcher who put her out at first and then doubled up Stewart on a play at the plate.

With game still even at |-I, Malerich put the Red Raiders down in order in the top of the
seventh setting the stage for FSU in its final at bat. The Seminoles were unable to cash in and went one-
two-three in the bottom of the frame sending the game lo extra innings and putting the international tie-
breaker into effect (a runner is placed at second to start each inning).

The Red Raiders immediately took advantage when Tracy Cartier was placed on second and was
moved to third with no outs on a successful bunt by Esmeralda Perez. After a Malerich walk loaded the
bases, Robles lined a shot down the left field line plating two runs and giving Tech a 3-1 advantage. Jana
Baker followed with a single to extend the Red Raider lead to 4-I lead before the top of the eighth was
over.

The Seminoles couldn’t answer the Tech rally in the bottom of the eighth. Reliever Kristina Blair
retired the first two batters on strikeouts before walking pinch hitter Jackie Hirschfeld to put runners on
first and second. Van der Linden then reached on an error loading the bases before a Stuart ground out
ended the game. The win was the third of the season for Blair and sent FSU to its fifth loss of the year.

For complete coverage of Seminole softball please visit our official athletic website at
www.seminoles.com.
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No. 18 Florida State Softball
Texas Tech vs Florida State
Feb 22, 2002 at Las Cruces, NM (Presley Askew Comp)

Texas Tech 4 (6-12) Florida State 1 (9-5)
q:j ! AB R H RBI BB SO PO A LOB Playar AB R H RBI BE S0 PO A LOB
Perez cf......viuvininne 3110 01240 0 Shandra Colzie rf....... . 4 0 0 0 01 1 0 0
Bimen 2B...evirierarenann 3110 1 0 2 2 1 Bryttani Lindheim 3b..... 3 o0 e 001 2 0
Robles S8...ccvvvevasanans 31 2 2 1 1 2 3 0 Becky Brock 3b.......... oo 0 0 00 1 1 @
Grindell 1h..vevrvrnnnans 4 000 0 011 1 1 Jackie Hirschfeld ph.... 0 0 0 ¢ 1 0 0 0 O
Joachims 3b...... ..l 4 01 0 0 2 2 5 0 Jess van der Lindencf.,, 4 0 1L 06 0 0 0 0 o
BAKETr Civevnrannncnsnaana 4 0 1 1 01 4 1 1 prandi Stuart 2b......... 4 0 1 0 0 1 4 3 4
Harrington Pre.iescrcnes o0 o000 0000 O Elisa velasce 1b......... 3120 00 5 0 O
Stolle dh....vuuuns weasss 3 0 0O O O O O O 3 Eimmy Carter ¢....... seee 2 0 1L 6 0 0 6 2 O
Harshman 1f.............. 3 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 Tatiana George SS........ 300 0 002 1 ¢
Cartier rf............... 2 100 1100 ¢ Monigue Marier 1f........ i 0611 0000 2
Vaught Povevvvvnnarnnnens 6000 00 0 1 0 Shundra Colzie pr.vves.. 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 @
Blaif Pocevecresannsanas oo 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 Julie Jordan dh.......... 3 ¢61 ¢ 010 0 1
Skyla Cox pr........ wese 00 0 0 0 0O O O O
Leslie Malerich p,s.uvese 0 0 O ¢ 0 0 0 3 0
Totals.eeeneennsnnosnsee 29 4 B 3 3 62414 7 Totals.vseennonnoaseeeass 28 1 7 1 1 3 2412 7
Score by Innings R H E
Texas TeCh.....vunus 000 100 03 - 4 8 1

Florida State,...... 010 000 00 - 1 7 1

E - Blair(l); van der Lind(2). DP - Red Raiders 2. LOB - Red Raiders 7; Semincles 7. 2B - Rebles 2(7}. HBPF - Stolle. SH -
1{:;*(1); Kimmy Carter(3). SB - Eimen{3); Robles(4); B Stuart(16); E Velasco(l}. C8 - Harshman{l).

Texas Tech IF H R ER BB 50 AB BF Florida State IP H K ER BB 80 AB BF

Vaught. . oee0vvveess 5,1 7 1 1 0 12122 Leglie Malerich..... 8.0 8 4 2 3 629 M
Blair......ccvvunnn. 2.2 00 0 1 2 8 9

Win - Blair (3-3), Loss - L Malerich {3-4). Save - None.

HE -~ L Malerich. BK - Blair(3).

Umpires - Home:Jamie Arrieta 1st:Melvin Anthony 3rzd:Duke Ward
Start: 2;15 Time: 2:10 Attendance; 127

Game: 22220022



