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At the midway point, an A for effort ‘

Alter a rough start, the
surging FSU baseball
leam gets good
midterm grades from
coach Mike Martin.

By Steve Ellis
DEMOCRAT STAFF WRITER

Two months ago the Florida At-
lantic series would have been
viewed as a crucial one for Florida
State baseball.

This would be one that FSU,
fighting for all the wins it could get

to make the NCAA Regionals, must
sweep.

Instead, FSU's second win over
Florida Atlantic, a 7-5 escape on
Wednesday, was just another of
many wins for FSU as it moved
into the second half of the season.

Even coach Mike Martin, the
eternal optimist, is surprised by
what FSU (26-7) accomplished by
the midway point. His Seminoles
are atop the ACC with a 70 mark
and are riding a 15-game winning
streak.

FSU is playing well in all areas.
The Seminoles on Wednesday
picked up nine hits, including a tri-

ple from the rebounding Brooks
Badeaux, and Jeremy Salazar's
eighth homer of the season. Start-
ing pitcher John Bentley allowed
just three hits before running into
trouble in the sixth inning when he
gave up three runs on four *hits.

The Seminoles host Maryland
today at 6 pm. to begin a three-
game series,

Martin gives his team an “A”
for overall effort at midterm. FSU
wasn't even ranked in Baseball
America's top 25 after the first
week and is ranked 15th by that
publication now. FSU is ranked as
high as No. 8 in other polls after

going 12-5 against ranked teams. |

“We're playing good baseball
right now,” Martin said.

Fielding was an immediate con-
cern for Martin after an error-
plagued start at the season-opening
ACC Baseball Blast in Orlando.
Martin moved long-time shortstop
Badeaux to second base and Jose
Zabala, who struggled at second, to
third.

Badeaux's diving stop in the
fifth inning Wednesday has been
typical of his play and Zabala has
been solid. Brett Groves, who made

Piease see BASEBALL, 4C

| several impressive defensive plays
| on Wednesday, became the start-
' ing shortstop. His 16game hitting
streak was snapped on Wednesday. |

Martin grades fielding a B+, |

“I'm not talking individually but |
overall,” Martin said. “A couple of
infielders might be a B. It keeps
getting better."

FSU's starting rotation was cru-
cial if FSU was to keep alive its 20-

“We haven't really pitched that
great in the middle,” Martin said.
“Diaz has done OK but really had
just one bad outing”

Short relievers get an A-. Scott
Proctor had gone 12%5 innings
without a hit before giving up one
on Sunday.

“Proctor’s been very impres-
sive and he has been playing the
role of closer more than anybody,”
Martin said. “We've got good effort
out of our short relievers.”

The loss of sluggers J.D. Drew
and Jeremy Morris and a slew of

(e
!
1
|

L
i

o3
i
35
{
:

1
.
1
BE

Ségg.ii
if

g
3
g
&
2
5




uo..-a-lll".'

ﬂl'll

A90on~Mmooooocoocooe
"2"’1000000000'
""28‘000030,
"z“”‘ Mmoo ooa

3 Kmmmﬁ_

NSO —-—— O

”.l".‘.’c.o
ss",““OO

gmm& mmm

NG =~

—-T—-00

H ® 9o~ w-Do
T Om e

oA
oy
3

),Wm(ldb).bvlm

U—LIG.MA—'.

M
i

]
1 vl




