From the Tallahassee Democrat
March 10, 1985
Page 51

Metrohhhhh so close

Memphis State
finishes off FSU
90-86 in overtime

By Gerald Ensley

Democrat staff writer

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Fate played the prankster
one more time against the Florida State Seminoles,
crushing their hopes with one elusive bounce of the
basketball.

Memphis State won the 1985 Metro Conference
championship by beating the Seminoles 90-86 in over-
time Saturday. History will note that Memphis State,
the nation’s fifth-ranked team with 4 27-3 record, won
its third Metro championship and automatic NCAA
bid by beating a 14-16 FSU squad that was seeded
seventh in the conference and not expected even to
reach the finals.

But as any member of the Freedom Hall crowd of
11,501 or a national television audience would attest,
FSU's unexpected reach for an NCAA tournament
berth ended with a ball that could not be grasped -
not with a team that couldn’t be beaten.

The ball in question bounced off the Memphis
State basket with six seconds remaining in regulation
time and FSU ahead 76-74. It had been shot on a
driving layup by Tiger point guard Andre Turner but
bounded away. Hanging in the air — FSU’s future
hovering with it — the ball was touched but not
grnbbed‘ by FSU freshman forward Jerome Fitchett.
Instead, Turner continued down the baseline past the
leaping Fitchett, snatched the ball as it bounced and
fired up another shot.

That shot, too, refused to fall. But on the other side
of the rim, Tiger forward Baskerville Holmes rose up
and pushed the ball into the basket with three seconds
remaining.

That basket tied the score, 76-76. Following a futile
courtlong shot by FSU guard Joe Farrar, there came a
five-minute overtime, the first overtime in a Metro
final.

But FSU, having fired all its guns in the first 40
minutes, was through.

Five seconds into the overtime, 7-foot Tiger center
William Bedford scored on an alley-oop pass from
Turner, was fouled, and sank a free throw for a three-
point Memphis State lead. Try as it might, FSU got no
closer than those three points the remaining 4:55.

“It all boiled down to us being one rebound away
from the playoffs. In the overtime, they just outplayed
us,” said FSU head coach Joe Williams. *“But in no
way do | want to let the disappointment of losing spoil
the great performance of our players. It was a gutty
effort that got us where we were.”

Such encouragement was little comfort in a som-
ber, teary-eyed FSU lockerroom. The scene under-
scored this ill-fated season in which FSU lost four
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two minutes of play. But more
crucial was the of Farrar,
who banged home four baskets in a
two-minute stretch that saw FSU
draw to within two points on three
Fi'n:lT with lay
Y, 4:09 to play in reg-
ulation, FSU drew even with the
Tigers, as Gipson scored on a base-
line jumper to tie the score 67-87.
That basket gave Gipson 17 points
and broke Lee's year-old tourna-
ment record of 71 total points.
Myrick then made one of the
biggest plays of the game, blocki
Askew's atu;:gtod jumper an
the to

er, who

drove in for a layup and was fouled.
Shaffer missed the free throw but
FSU led 69-67.

one of two free throws to cut FSU’s
margin to two points. On the next
trip down court, Shaffer was fouled
by Lee — his fifth — and sank both
free throws for a four-point lead,
74-70, with 1:21 to play.
Memphis State brought the ball
and called timeout.
“l knew anything could still
happen,” said Farrar. "I didn’t feel
comfortable with that lead.”

What did happen was that
Askew scored on a m with
1:04 to play, cutting U lead
to 74-72. John Wilfong then fouled
Shaffer with 52 seconds to play,
and Shaffer missed the free throw.

Down court raced Memphis
State, with Askew taking the
shot, and again it. Fouled

Myrick = his fifth — Askew
m“m

FSU brought the ball upcourt,
where Farrar was fouled by Wil-
fong and went to the line for a one-
and-one. Farrar — after a Mem-
g:hStauﬁmoutmdapnmol

is own at halfcourt — sank both
free throws with 20 seconds to play.

Downcourt came Memph
State, where, after a couple of

“I saw an open path to the bas-
ket, and I went for it. I just put the
ball up too hard against the glass,”
said er. “I kept on running,
and the ball just kind of came loose
on the other side. I put it back up,
and luckily Baskerville was there
on the other side to tip it in."

That delighted Memphis State

and its fans, who made up the bulk
of the crowd.

“The smallest got the big-
gest rebound,” >
coach Dana Kirk.
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