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Cold-shooting
Seminoles fall
to N.C. State

By Gerald Ensley
Democrat staff writer

RALEIGH, N.C. — If the darkest hm
before dawn, figure the Florida State men’s
team for a rousing dawn — soon.

Because Saturday night, the Seminoles played
their most sluggish, uninspired game of the season,
and were defeated 72-66 by North Carolina State.

Never closer than four points in the second half,
and trailing bynmn{e: 14, the Seminoles were a
victim of a typical problem for them this season: poor
shooting. Though they connected on 58 percent of
their field goal attempts in the first half, and finished
the game shooting 48 percent, the Seminoles struggled

hout the second half. Over the final 6:30 — a

iod when they got no closer than the final six-point
margin — the Seminoles made only six of 17 shots, and
that only because they hit five of their last six shots in
the game’s final minute when the outcome was

“We still have a problem. When we have to score
down the stretch, we're not,” said FSU guard Maurice
Myriti'k. “Once we get over that hump, we'll be all

With FSU now heading into the meat of its Metro
Conference schedule — including a game Wednesday
against fifth-ranked Memphis State — clearing that
hump must happen soon. The Seminoles have now lost
their last four games, six of their last seven, and are 7-
7. The last time FSU held a .500 record this deep into
the season was the 1982-83 season when the Seminoles
also were 7-7 en route to a 14-14 finish.

North Carolina State, winning for only the third
time in seven games, is 10-5.

A crowd of 11,300 turned out in the Reynolds Coli-
seum to see the Wolfpack avenge a 74-71 overtime loss
to FSU last season in the opening round of the Nation-
al Invitation Tournament. i

. ———— -

Following an emotional postgame appeal to his
team for more effort and commitment the rest of the
season, FSU head coach Joe Williams tiredly cited
three factors for Saturday’s loss: poor shooting, poor
rebounding and an inability to stop the Wolfpack fast

break.

“We missed a lot of easy baskets, littlg chip shots
you have to make to win ball games,” said Williams.
“That was basically the key to why we lost. Plus we got
outrebounded; They got a lot of offensive rebounds.
And on defense, their rebounding led to several fast
breaks that we just couldn't stop.

Overall, FSU was outrebounded by only three (32-
29) — although, again, many of those Seminole re-
bounds came in the final few minutes when the Wolf-
pack had the game in hand. The Wolfpack did pick up
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